Name __________________________

Period _____


A Loss for Words 
by Lou Ann Walker
Prologue

1. The fact that Lou Ann’s parents are deaf has made all the difference & altered the course of _______________ lives, of ________ life & of their ______________ lives.
2. The best that can be said for deafness is that it’s an __________________ handicap.
Watching

Chapter 1 - Rearview Mirror

3. The irony that I was shamelessly using my ___________ mother & ___________ father to get into Harvard was not lost on me.

4. The man behind the counter had looked up, seen me signing and grunted, “Huh, I didn’t think mutes were allowed to have ___________________________.

5. For both my parents, appearances are crucial. Most of the time the only impression they get is ____________.

6. I knew they were awake… I took a notebook paper out of my purse and bent down to shove it underneath the door… I pounded on the gray metal, thinking they might __________ the vibrations.

Chapter 2 – Missed Connections

7. My mother (Doris Jean) became deaf at the age of 13 months when she had a relapse of ____________ meningitis.
8. My father, Gale… the ____________ burned out his auditory nerves, leaving him deaf before he was 3 months old.

9. My father’s eldest brother, Garnel,… probably lost his hearing during ___________________
10. Grandpa Wells,… I don’t think I every heard him use the word “ ___________” all the time I was growing up.

11. I realized that growing up in our house had been anything but __________________

12. Some of their friends who were heavier sleepers had _________________ bed alarms.

13. “looeen” “Kay Sue” and “Jan Lee,” names specifically chosen for ease of _________________

14. Besides, virtually no deaf people have problems with their _________________________; they just cannot heart to monitor their own voices.

15. The best lip-readers in the world actually read only ____________________ percent of what’s said; the rest is contextual…

16. Neither of my grandfathers every learned a single ____________________.

Word bank # 1-16
childbirth
deaf

deaf
deaf

driver’s licenses
families’
feel


fever

invisible
my


pronunciation

quiet

sign


spinal

their

twenty-five

vibrating

visual

vocal cords

17. Helen Keller once said, “Blindness cuts people off from _______________; deafness cuts people off from ________________.

18. I signed before I talked... When I was about 8, they began giving me their letters so that I could correct the ____________________ .

19. Because deafness … cuts across all races & social backgrounds, the deaf world is incredibly heterogeneous. Still, deafness seems to take ___________________________ over almost everything else in a person’s life
Chapter 3 - Mom
20. Grandma & Grandpa Wells were a young couple from the country who had never even met a _____________ person before.
21. The little girl was bewildered. She couldn’t ____________________ why her mother wasn’t packing her own clothes. … her parents had no way of ______________________ her she was going away to school.

22. Grandpa held the baby’s legs out, tight to the table, while the doctor injected the serum straight into her spine. They all knew that even a jerk might leaver her _________________ or _______

23. Grandma Wells went out and bought a book about ___________________________ and tried to teach her daughter to talk the way ____________________ learned.

24. It was several years before my mother understood why she was at the ______________________

25. Like virtually all schools for the deaf at the time, the Indiana State School emphasized ___________________:  __________________ and ________________________

26. For centuries there have been two distinct attitudes about how deaf people should be taught:  The _______________ believe in speaking and lipreading with out ever signing; and the ________________ are pro-signing in American Sign Language (ASL). And there is also a compromise of those two called _____________________________ , or signing while speaking

27. In addition to language and grammar, the children in junior high school and high school were taught some ____________________ skills.

28. During these years it was becoming increasingly hard for Doris Jean to ___________________ for the summers.

29. In June of 1950 Mom was graduated… her parents wanted her to __________________ home… but there weren’t any jobs for her in Fillmore, no _________________________, not much to do.

Word bank # 17-29

Basic living
come home
dead

deaf

deaf people
grammar
Helen 

Helen Keller
lipreading
manualist
move back
oralist

paralyzed
people

precedence
 school
skills
speaking
telling

things

total communication  understand

30. To find out how much she needed to pay mom would lean over and look at the _____________ on the cash register.

31. Their apartment didn’t have a __________________________ door bell…
Chapter 4 - Dad
32. The first four… also had unusual _______________________, the special gestures used to abbreviate a person’s name when signing.

33. From ancient times through the early part of this century, the mysteriousness of the condition made the public view deaf people as either ____________________ or __________________.

34.  Crying is a ____________________ all babies have, even if they can’t hear.

35.  A neighbor took Dad out to the field … In _______________________ he showed how Uncle Henry… had been standing atop the picker…

36. Dad learned a trade… he was taught how to operate a ___________________________ .

37. There is virtually no one who has an absolutely flat ________________________
Chapter 5 – Good Sound

38. Dad had been working as a _____________________ … for three years.

39. Doris Jean went up to her mother, pointed at her boyfriend, pointer at herself, and, using the manual alphabet, slowly ___________________________ “m-a-r-r-y.”

40. One of my father’s brothers had put rocks in the hubcaps. Only the plan had been foiled: Mon & Dad didn’t _________ the rocks banging – and they certainly didn’t __________ them.

41. For the first time in their lives, Doris Jean and Puff had someone to ___________ to 24 hours a day, everyday of the year.

42. American Sign Language – ASL – is a language unto itself, with its own ________________ and ___________________.  ____________________ follow nouns…

43. The movement of the shoulders, the speed of the hands, the _____________________________, the number of repetitions of a sign, combine with the actual signs to give meaning to the language. Signing is precise

44. Many sign language “sentences” begin with a ___________ element and then proceed with what happened, thereby conjugating the verbs.__________________________, the number of repetitions of a sign, combine with the actual signs to give meaning to the language. Signing is precise

45. In spoken English, most people would seem silly if they talked as _____________________ as some supposedly illiterate deaf people sign.
Word bank # 30-45
Adjectives
audiogram
devils

facial expression
feel

finger-spelled


Flashing light
grammar
hear

linotype machine
name signs
syntax



pantomime
poetically
printer

prophets

reflex
talk
time

total

46. The face and body convey nearly as much s the actual signs. A raised ________________ can completely alter the meaning of a sentence.

47. Signing can be small and intimate or big and brassy. It can convey every _________________ imaginable.
Chapter 6 – Untold Secrets

48. Dr. Douglas went over and clapped his hands near my head to see if I’d respond… Everyone in the delivery room was relieved I was a “______________________” baby.

49. Before I was born, Mom & Dad paid $65 … for a ______________________________ specially designed to alert deaf parents when their children cried.

50. There was one thing my parents did worry about, my learning to ________________ well.

51. By the age of 2, hearing children perceived their parents’ deafness well enough to know automatically that they must use ____________________ with their parents and other deaf people.

52. As my parents’ child I as a part of the deaf ________________ with its ___________________
53. I have often wondered whether in some ways it might have been easier for them not to have had a __________________________ child.

54. I was a five-year-old __________ of household because they (hearing people) _______________ my father.

55. Even as a toddler I was learning that deafness didn’t have only to do with ____________________.

56. In the middle of one night, early in Mom and Dad’s marriage, the two of them were asleep, with their window shade slightly open… Bill came to their window, took out a cigarette lighter, and ______________________ it on and off until Dad finally woke.

57. Looking for a place to live at a time when _______________________ wouldn’t rent to deaf people and setting up bank accounts when banks often required deaf people to get ____________________ just for checking accounts…

58. When she was awake I’d go in her room and __________________ to her.

59. These people had never met a deaf person before. We were a ____________________. For the first time, it hit me that my mother and father were _____________.

60. I writhed under the scrutiny of outsiders. I didn’t think they every got it right, how it was in my family. They thought it was either ________________ or __________________ than it was.

Word bank # 46-60
Baby cry box

better

broken ears
co-signees
culture

curiosity
deaf


eyebrow

flicked

gestures
head

hearing

ignored
landlords

normal


nuance

speak

talk

world

worse
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