Name ______________________________

Period ______


A Loss For Words
Chapters 7-9
Word Bank # 61-74
attract attention
call out

confusing
different
embarrassed

everything


feeling


foreigner
 interpreter
listening
pantomime
 
trivialized


Chapter 7 - Spies

61. Although signing is not a ____________________ of daily action, there are signs that are parodies of actual objects and that retain a cleverness …

62. … my role, as not only eldest but also _________________ and dealer with the rest of the world
63. Occasionally I helped (Dad) as he repaired the car, __________ for him until the motor hummed.

64. _________________ was hard for them…A conservative survey once showed that the average deaf high school graduate has a third-grade reading ability.

65. Mom and Dad’s sentences sounded as if a ____________________ had written them, as if English weren’t their native tongue at all – and of course, it wasn’t really.

66.  (Mom & Dad) were easy to live with & we wanted to be nice with them. But the outside would was _________________. We wanted to be nice & not ___________________________.

67. (Teaching someone sign) seems like too public a display. Somehow it ________________ us, me and my family, making the way we ________________________ into a party game.
68. Mom stood next to the piano, delighted. She kept moving her hand along the back, the front, the sides, everywhere she could, trying to find the best spot for _________________ the vibrations.

69. I was scared to death he’d start snoring and Mom wouldn’t know to stop him… “I liked __________________ all the bows go back and forth together,” mom signed.

70. I vividly remember the first time I had a conversation with Kay when she was n a _____________________ room from me.
71. … we were so protective we couldn’t actually leave… Instead of running away, we _________. (I have heard that a number of children who have deaf parents do precisely the same thing.)

72. Mom & Dad made periodic rounds to be certain we were alright… they couldn’t ___________ what we were up to, & we couldn’t ____________________ if we were hurt.

73. All day long they strained their eyes, using them for watching _______________, staying alert to ______________________, and at night they needed to rest them.
Chapter 8 – Telepathy 
74. But far worse was the fact that she’d been publicly ____________________. She’d inadvertently created a scene. She felt the eyes of the other shoppers on her, just as she’d felt people staring at her… so many thousands of times during her life.

Word Bank #75-88

changed
communicating
deaf club
feelings
expressions
generous
nuance

piece

nuance

relationship

transaction
translate
unusual
worse off
Hear 
hid
sign
talked
writing   Beg
joke
large

look

shape

stupid
75. She wanted to help me out, …. “Oh, I don’t know these big words! I’m _______________!”

76. Just as we do not see each letter when we read words, a proficient signer sees the _____________ of the word rather than each letter when reading finger spelling.

77. Human beings are dismal failures when it comes to _______________________.

78. Mom & Dad had startling, almost telepathic abilities. They could _____________ together what was happening at an event, even when no one clued them in. They seemed to catch every _________________ of movement, every blink.

79. Even if some treatment did give them back their hearing, their whole lives would be _________________. They wouldn’t have the same friends, the same clubs. It would alter every single ____________________.

80. On the outside, whoever it was doing the talking had a power over us… but when we were home alone, the five of us were transformed and the signing was ___________ and _______________.

81. Dad loved telling what can only be classified as “deaf” _________________. There is really no adequate way to ___________________ them.

82. The doorbell rang. (Actually, it flashed…) A man handed (Mom) a card that read: “I am a deaf mute…” “It’s not nice for deaf people to ___________,” she said…

83. What was “wrong” with us?... To most of them we seemed _______________. But we didn’t feel that way.
Chapter 9 – Fitting In
84. It was all so complicated. We were father & daughter, yet often he’d have to defer to my judgment and let me be the one to control his ___________________.

85. If mom & dad had nothing better to do on Saturday night they might go to the _____________…

86. In sign language, conversations like these are unbelievably hard. You must _____________ directly at the persons as you talk to him & as he talks to you… we were speaking __________________, words were not enough

87. Looking at us from his point of view, I saw how ____________________ my family was, how difficult we were to break into.
88. I stopped interpreting for Dad… I tried not to let my face change ____________________… The idea that this aunt didn’t want a maitre d’ in a restaurant seeing her with us gnawed at me. I was so proud & sensitive.
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