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A Loss For Words

Chapters 10 – Epilogue

affected 
backward 
condescendingly 
deafness
engaged 
frustrated
Grunting noises
happier 
humiliated
immersion 
inhumanly 
lumped together 
normal 
physical 
punch line 

sign 

successful
 talk

talked 

telling 

total


unpleasantness















Chapter 10 – Broken Ears

89. Garnel made ______________________ when he signed – not at all uncommon among deaf people who can’t hear themselves

90. I hated it when deaf people got _______________________, which is something even Dad’s and Garnel’s other siblings were occasionally guilty of doing.

91. We’d both been helpless in the face of this aggressor…I think he was _______________, even a little __________________ that he hadn’t been able to shield his daughter from the __________________.

92. What annoyed these professors was the persistent, nagging fact that none of their students (oral method) had turned out more ______________ or ______________ than my parents, who’d been taught with ‘_________________’ methods. I was tangible proof of that.

93. “We don’t _________ here, of course. We want to prepare these children to enter the ______________ world.
94. They treated that one deaf adult, a fellow professional, ___________________ – almost _________________.

Chapter 11 – Commencement

95. In sign, you more often than not start a story with the ___________________. It’s the _________________ that is important.

96. The language is so _________________ that signers are far more _________________ with each other during a conversation than most people who talk. 

97. … I was too choked up to __________ to her or Jan. That was the first time Mom or Dad had ever _______________ to me on the phone. Their voices had the same distant quality of ship’s horns on foggy nights.

98. If someone asked me about myself, I invariably brought up _______________. I felt I was somehow lying if I didn’t mention it… After all, it was the thing that had _______________ every corner of my being.

better signers 
Code of Ethics 
confidentiality

deaf men
faithful 
friend 

Grandpa 
gray areas
guilty

handicap
I Love You
lobby

mouth 

neighbor 
pleading
protective
rubella 
rude sign
sign everything
rigid thinkers

Chapter 12 – Metaphor
99. I believed in ___________________________, which was hard on the students, but I felt it would ultimately make them _________________________.

100. The sign language interpreter ____________________________ required strict _______________________ and I took the code very seriously.

101. More often than not, the doctor or judge or welfare agent assumed I was the deaf person’s sister or ______________ or _____________, even thought I had carefully explained my role at the beginning

102. According to the interpreter Code of Ethics, I was required to ___________________ that was said, … My interpretation had to be ____________________.

103. Clearly she’d been ___________________ on his behalf for years. I’d seen the same thing happen all too often. The mother was overly ___________________ of the son and was willing to get him out of any scrape because she felt so ______________ about his handicap.
104. In all these cases I as never allowed to interject a single solitary _____________. I was a ____________.

105. One of the criticisms leveled at deaf people is that they are ____________________… When deaf children are small, everything is yes or no with their parents.
106. The most frustrating conversations I’ve had with deaf people have been about the __________________. They get ____________ when there isn’t a right answer to a question.

107. Grandpa had never made a ______________ in his life.
108. “I can’t remember if I ever told you ________________________,’ he said, …She was staring intently at his ______________.

109. Mom turned to me, puzzled. In sign language, she asked, “What was ______________ saying in the kitchen?”

Chapter 13 – Vanilla Fires
110. Somehow he’d been able to _______________ successfully for better treatment of ________________ in prison… to put deaf men in cells together.

111. From 1963 through 1965, a nationwide epidemic of ______________ – German measles- caused thousands of women to deliver babies who were __________________ in some way…
Angry

betraying
black & white

condescending 
conduit

deaf
different
ears

frustrated
government
lack
jobs
medium
polite
powerless
private

protection
protection
read
responsibility

rude
signs

sign
sound
write
unethical
unsophistication
voice
void
yelled
112. The Nasties had banded together for _________________. Because they were _________, kids had been picking on them all their lives.

113. Despite their bravado, there was something so _________________ about the Nasties.

114. These young men couldn’t ___________ or ___________. They couldn’t get or keep _________. Many of them lived on ___________________ checks. And they weren’t even that good at being a gang.
Chapter 14 – Quick Sand
115. Mostly I went home __________ because the deaf person had been ___________ or the hearing people __________________. Sometimes I felt useless.

116. Usually before going into court I make small talk with the deaf person, in part to pass the time and be ____________, but so that I can get used to the way the person ___________.

117. It’s __________________ to discuss a case beforehand. The client could get ________________ later & say, “I told you that before. Just tell them what I told you before.”

118. I was the ____________. I was the _____________ for what these deaf people said and I was their _______. I was a ___________… I was the one being ____________ at… My hands were the ones the deaf-blind woman held…

119. Deafness is also a _________. It is the _________ of something. Not the presence of anything. How could I be angry at what wasn’t there.
Chapter 15 – All Through the Night
120. Why didn’t anyone ever talk to me about this before… You would have felt as if you were _________________ your parents… it was too ______________. We didn’t want to reveal the special secret quality of our lives to anyone.

121. Do you think we’re any __________________ because of Mom & Dad’s deafness? … we took on more ____________________ than other kids.

122. I used to mistake their innocence for _______________________… It was slowly dawning on me that innocence is a ____________.

123. When I as in school, in my room, when nobody else was around, I used to pretend I could ___________.

124. The three of us stood and watched the waves and the sunset. I tried to imagine the scene without the _______________, and suddenly, everything before my eyes turned _______________________.
beat

dance

deaf

deafness
graceful
hear

hearing

inadequate
interpret
invisible
loud

people

preacher
private

pronunciation


public

see

sign language


spelling

125. When Dad noticed a peculiar town name… I’d see him _______________ the word in his had, looking at his palm… his way of sounding out the ______________________.

126. For so long I’d been doing what I’d accused other people of doing – I was seeing the __________________, not the ___________________.

Chapter 16 – Home Again
127. “I’ve always been disappointed that I didn’t learn the ______________________ more” grandmother said..

128. “Grandma doesn’t know that Mom just can’t _____________ herself… she hasn’t lived with her in a long time. Mom doesn’t know how ___________ she is.”

129. The next morning at the funeral, it was decided I would _______________… I tried positioning myself so that my mother and father could see the _______________ and the casket as well as look at me.

130. As I signed the service, I tried not to think of the words on my hands… Standing there, taking the __________ words from the air and placing them for my mother & father to _____.

Epilogue
131. My interpretation was ________________. My father’s signing was ______________ and expansive. It had the beauty of a conductor leading a symphony orchestra… No translation could have been as expressive… they were gestures made in ____________, but the meaning was ________________ and loving.

132. A natural division occurred at the party. The __________ people sat in one room, catching up on gossip, enjoying themselves, while the _______________ people stayed in the room with the buffet and the band.

133. Dad led Mom to the ___________ floor. They stole a couple of glances at the dancers around them to make sure the beat hadn’t changed – or the music stopped. After a few cautious steps they danced to whatever _____________ they felt like…
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