Name: ______________________________
                                                                         Period _______

Unit 3 Notes

Deaf Culture Note   p. 84

Name Signs are highly valued in Deaf culture. Having one shows you are accepted by the Deaf community because you made the effort to learn Deaf culture and ASL... ASL name signs are a combination of the person's name (usually the 1st initial) and a location on the head, torso, or hand... This type of name sign is called arbitrary. Some people with short or easily fingerspelled names will spell their name signs. Another type is a descriptive name sign, which shows a physical  or behavioral trait... You'll need to socialize with Deaf people if you want a name sign.

Focus: Is sign language universal?  p. 86-87

There is no universal sign language used by the deaf... At large international gatherings of deaf people, such as the World Congress of the Deaf, an artificial means of communication called Gestuno is used. Gestuno is not a real language and relies more on basic visual concepts and gestures... While ASL is not a universal sign language, many Deaf people from countries beyond the United States and Canada know and use ASL as a second, third, or even fourth language... You may be surprised to learn that ASL is more closely related to French Sign Language than British Sign Language.

ASL Up Close   p. 88, 116


American Sign Language uses one of two different grammatical structures depending on what is being signed. The first structure is called topic-comment and is followed when signing WH-Signs – the signer presents information and then makes the information either a statement or question by adding a comment.  


The second basic structure of ASL is used  when WH-Signs are not needed and follows a subject-verb-object (SVO) structure... why often acts as a “bridge” or “connector” between two separate SVO phrases. When using why this way, raise your eyebrows.


  p.116 Use topic-comment structure to bring up a topic "out of the blue".  When the topic is clear, you can switch to subject verb object structure.
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Possessive Signs  p. 92  

Signs for  mine, your, his, hers, theirs & ours are called possessives.  They follow the same rules as deixis to point towards people & things including eye gaze.  Don’t use possessive signs with names.  Using them instead of deixis results in ungrammatical sentences like Mine name Joe or Their name Ann and Tomas.   Remember that deixis conveys the verb to be,  not possessive signs.  

I Want to Know: 

How do I sign “and” and “or”?    p. 95 
Since the word "or" implies a choice, ASL uses which to show options. 


 Ex: HE WANT PEN BLUE, BLACK WHICH HE? 

The word “and” is used differently in ASL than English. Generally, ASL does not use a specific sign because “and” is implied by a slight pause, head nod, and change of eye gaze.    


  Ex:   I NEED THIS ONE, THAT ONE ME.
Did you know?   p. 97              

 One of the pioneers of the internet and World Wide Web,   Vinton Cerf, is hard of hearing.
Did you know?  p. 101

Videophones allow two Deaf people to converse in ASL just as naturally as having a conversation in person... In addition to the videophone, users need a monitor and high-speed internet to make calls... Deaf people can call hearing friends by using the videophone to connect to an interpreter... Some prefer to use a TTY, a device similar to a keyboard. A caller types messages into the TTY and the person on the other end reads the message on a built-in screen.
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